
Care and Planting of your unrooted
cuttings

You may see some leaf growth during the first growing season, but
good root growth is more important in the first year and there won’t

always be much to see above ground.. Don't assume stakes have died just
because you don't see new growth above ground. A gentle tug a few

stakes after the first season will help you determine how successful
your planting was. Additional stakes can be added if some are

unsuccessful. Once started, they don't require much maintenance at all.

Not allowing the stake to dry out is key to rooting success. Store
unplanted stakes in a cool and damp, but ventilated location until
planting day. Stakes should be planted as soon as possible for best
results, but can be stored for longer under the right conditions. 

Dormant livestakes will root in various configurations provided
there is ample soil moisture and soil contact with the dormant plant

material. (E.g. Live Poles, Living Fascines, Living Wattles.)

TIMING: Live stakes are best when installed in late fall or early spring
while plant material is dormant, although some species may also

establish out of this window.  Livestakes may be stored for several
weeks or more under the right conditions but immediate planting of

fresh material is recommended. Soaking livestakes in a bucket of water
for 24 hours prior to and during installation is also recommended.



Create a pilot hole using rebar or make a slit with a spade for the stake to slide
in to. Be sure the stake will have good soil contact without air pockets. 

Place the stake into the pilot hole angled end down (our stakes are cut with a
flat top and angled bottom for easy installation). 3/4 of the stake length should
be underground, with at least 1-2 buds exposed aboveground. 

Firm ground around pilot hole to ensure full soil/stake contact

Install mulch if needed to keep soil moisture and prevent initial weed
competition 

Basic Live Stake & Cutting* Installation
Equipment needed: 2ft length of rebar or shovel, mallet, gloves, optional mulch

General planting
spacing 1-3 ft apart

for living hedge,
shoreline buffer

enhancement/creation

1-4 inches: Tight
spacing for

stabilization and
energy dissipation 

Angled planting for
flowing areas, ice

rafting

Use rebar or cut slit in soil
with shovel for stake

*Smaller cuttings may require more care to establish than larger stakes, but the
concept is the same


